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NEW SECTION

WAC 415-103-275 How do | designate a beneficiary, and who
will receive a distribution if 1 die before retirement? This
section applies to members commissioned on or after January 1,
2003.

(1) You may designate or change a beneficiary by submitting
a Beneficiary Designation form to the department. Your
designation will become effective upon the department’s receipt
of the form, only if it is completed properly and signed by you
and a witness.

(2) You may name one or more of the following as a
beneficiary or beneficiaries:

(a) An organization or person, iIncluding unborn or Ilater
adopted children. However, unborn or Hlater adopted children
must be specifically designated as beneficiaries on the form.
You must indicate the date of birth for any living person you
name as a beneficiary.

(b) Your estate.

(c) An existing trust, or a trust to be established at a
later date or under your last will. IT you designate a trust
that i1s not iIn existence at the time of your death, or is not
created under your last will, the designation will be invalid.
Before making distribution to any trust, the department must
receive:

(i) A copy of the entire trust document;

(i1) The name, address, telephone number of the current
trustee; and

(ifi1) The tax identification number.

(3) You may name contingent beneficiaries in addition to
primary beneficiaries.

(4) You may change your beneficiary designation at any
time.

(5) A change i1n marital status may invalidate your prior
designation.

(6) Your named beneficiary may not necessarily receive a
distribution if you die prior to retirement. (See example
three.) Distribution is governed by RCW 43.43.295.

(7) It your surviving spouse 1s eligible to receive a
benefit under RCW 43.43.295(2), but your spouse dies before
requesting a distribution, your minor children and your spouse’s
minor children will receive the benefit, share and share alike,
until each child reaches the age of majority. See example four.

EXAMPLE ONE.
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Facts

John, a member, completes a Beneficiary Designation form.
In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists the "Barbara Trust."” His daughter
Barbara is the trust beneficiary. He checks the box to indicate
that the trust is a primary beneficiary.

Result
At John"s death, Ann and the Barbara Trust are the primary
beneficiaries. The department will require the name of the

trustee, the tax 1identification number, a copy of the entire
trust and other information specified in this rule before
distribution to the trust. Distribution 1is governed by RCW
43.43.295.

EXAMPLE TWO.
Facts

John, a member, completes a Beneficiary Designation form.
In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists his daughter Barbara personally; 1i.e.,
no trust name is provided. John checks the corresponding box to
indicate a primary beneficiary designation. At John®"s death, the
department learns that John has created no trusts.

Result

Because John has created no trust, the designation of the
Barbara Trust 1is void. Barbara, personally, will not be a
beneficiary.

EXAMPLE THREE .

Facts

When she became a WSPRS member, Joan named her mother as
her beneficiary. Joan later married, but did not file a new
beneficiary form before she died with eleven years of service.

Result

Unless required to do otherwise by court order, the
department will comply with RCW 43.43.295(2) and pay Joan’s
surviving spouse either a retirement allowance or lump sum. In
this case, Joan’s mother will not receive a distribution.

EXAMPLE FOUR .
Facts
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John is a member with eleven years of service. He and his
wife Mary have a total of three minor children. They have one
child together, and each has one child from a previous marriage.

John and Mary were iIn a skydiving accident. John died
instantly making Mary eligible for a benefit under RCW
43.43.295(2). However, Mary died the TfTollowing week before
requesting a distribution from the department.

Result

Since Mary died before requesting a distribution of John’s
account, John and Mary’s three minor children are eligible to
receive a monthly benefit, share and share alike.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-10-017, filed 4/21/00,
effective 5/22/00)

WAC 415-104-450 ((Pestghation——oF —beneficlaries——Death
benefit 1 a member—diesbeforeretirement-)) How do | designate

a beneficiary, and who will receive a distribution if 1 die
before retirement? This section applies to Plan 2 members.

§12 ((As——a——me@bgFTi—yeH——have—ithe——Fight——fe—jdesignate——a

beneficiary—form—with—the department:-)) You may designate or

change a beneficiary by submitting a beneficiary designation
form to the department. Your designation will become effective
upon the department®s receipt of the form, only if it 1is
completed properly and signed by you and a witness.

(2) ((As—a—member)) You may name one or more of the
following as a beneficiary or beneficiaries:

(a) An organization or person, including ((yeu¥r)) unborn or
later adopted children. However, unborn or later adopted

children ((wiHH—~not—be—included—unless—yod)) must be

specifically ((destgnhate—them)) designated as beneficiaries on
the form. You must ((state)) indicate the date of birth for any

living person you name as a beneficiary((3))-

(b) Your estate((3}))-

(c) ((A—trust—in—existence—atthe time—of death-)) An
existing trust, or a trust to be established at a later date or
under your Hlast will. IT you designate a trust that iIs not 1iIn
existence at the time of your death, or is not created under
your last will, the designation will be invalid. Before making
distribution to ((¥he)) any trust the department must receive:

(i) A copy of the entire trust document;

(i1) The name, address, telephone number of the current
trustee; and

(i11) The tax identification number((+

(d)—A—tFHst—te—be—establ+shed—ande#—yeu#—last—w+ll))

(3) You may name contingent beneficiaries in addition to
primary beneficiaries.

(4) You may change your beneficiary designation at any
time.

(5) A change in marital status may invalidate your prior
designation.

(6) Your named beneficiary may not necessarily receive a
distribution if you die prior to retirement. (See example
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three.) Distribution is governed by RCW 41.26.510.

(7) If your surviving spouse 1is eligible to receive a
benefit under RCW 41.26.510(2), but your spouse dies before
requesting a distribution, your minor children and your spouse®s
minor children will receive the benefit, share and share alike,
until each child reaches the age of majority. See example four.

Examples:

EXAMPLE ONE.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists the 'Barbara Trust." His daughter
Barbara is the trust beneficiary. He checks the box to indicate
that the trust i1s a primary beneficiary.

Result

((Sdbject—to—apphHcable—statute;)) At John"s death, ((the
department—wiH—consider—beth)) Ann and the Barbara Trust ((and

davghter—Ann—as)) are the primary beneficiaries. The department
will require the name of the trustee, the tax identification

number, a copy of the entire trust and other information
specified in this rule before distribution to the trust.
Distribution i1s governed by RCW 41.26.510.

EXAMPLE TWO.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to 1indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists his daughter Barbara personally ((€));
i.e., no trust name is provided((Q)).- ((He—checks—the—box

M—WF@-W—%WH%MWM&FH—&M" i i =

provided.)) john checks the corresponding box to indicate a

primary beneficiary designation. At John"s death, the
department learns that John has created no trusts.
Result

((At—Joehn"s—death,—the department—learns—that John—has
em—%m%e%e—%l%ﬂg—sm%@—m. § i i C] i
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a—court—resolution—may—beregquired-)) Because John has created

no trust, the designation of the Barbara Trust 1is void.
Barbara, personally, will not be a beneficiary.

EXAMPLE THREE.
Facts

When she became a LEOFF Plan 2 member, Joan named her
mother as her beneficiary. Joan later married, but did not file
a new beneficiary form before she died with eleven years of
service.

Result

Unless required to do otherwise by court order, the
department will comply with RCW 41.26.510(2) and pay Joan"s
surviving spouse either a retirement allowance or lump sum. In
this case, Joan"s mother will not receive a distribution.

EXAMPLE FOUR .
Facts

John 1s a LEOFF 2 member with eleven years of service. He
and his wife Mary have a total of three minor children. They
have one child together, and each has one child from a previous
marriage.

John and Mary were iIn a skydiving accident. John died
instantly making Mary eligible for a benefit wunder RCW
41.26.510(2). However, Mary died the following week before
requesting a distribution from the department.

Result

Since Mary died before requesting a distribution of John"s
account, John and Mary"s three minor children are eligible to
receive a monthly benefit, share and share alike.

[ 3] OTS-7762.2



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 02-03-120, Ffiled 1/23/02,
effective 3/1/02)

WAC 415-108-315 ((Ganh—t—specify—who—can—recelve—my

benefits—1F 1 —die—nh—serviee?)) How do | designate a
beneficiary, and who will receive a distribution if 1 die before
retirement? This section applies to the designation of

beneficiaries for Plan 1 and Plan 2 members® defined benefit and
Plan 3 members® defined contribution accounts.

department-)) You may designate or change a beneficiary by

submitting a beneficiary designation form to the department.
Your designation will become effective upon the department”s
receipt of the form, only 1Tt it is completed properly and signed
by you and a witness.

(2) ((As—a—member)) You may name one or more of the
following as a beneficiary or beneficiaries:

(a) An organization or person, including ((yeu¥r)) unborn or
later adopted children. However, wunborn or later adopted

children ((wiHH—not—be—included—unless—yod)) must be

specifically ((designhate—them)) designated as beneficiaries on
the form. You must ((state)) indicate the date of birth for any

living person you name as a beneficiary((3))-

(b) Your estate((s—andfor)).

(c) ((A—trust-)) An existing trust, or a trust to be
established at a later date or under your last will. If you
designate a trust that iIs not iIn existence at the time of your
death, or i1s not created under your last will, the designation
will be invalid. Before making a distribution to any trust the
department must receive:

(i) A copy of the entire trust document;

(i1) The name, address, and telephone number of the current
trustee; and

(ifi1) The tax identification number.

(3) You may name contingent beneficiaries in addition to
primary beneficiaries.

_(4) ((lf—yeu—grg—ajmembeF—ef—Plan—%T—yeu—mayjname—the—§ame

or—chFFerent—benefirctrartes—for—your—defined—benefit—and—defined
contribution—accounts-)) You may change your beneficiary

designation at any time.
(5) A change in marital status may invalidate your prior

[ 1] OTS-7763.2



designation.

(6) Your named beneficiary may not necessarily receive a
distribution 1f you die prior to retirement. (See example
three.) Distribution is governed by:

(a) RCW 41.40.270 for Plan 1 members;

(b) RCW 41.40.700 for Plan 2 members; and

(c) RCW 41.34.070 for Plan 3 members.

(7) If your surviving spouse 1is eligible to receive a
benefit under RCW 41.40.270(2) or 41.40.700(2), but your spouse
dies before requesting a distribution, your minor children and
your spouse”s minor children will receive the benefit, share and
share alike, until each child reaches the age of majority. See
example four.

Examples:

EXAMPLE ONE.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to 1indicate that Ann 1i1s a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists the 'Barbara Trust." His daughter
Barbara is the trust beneficiary. He checks the box to indicate
that the trust is a primary beneficiary.

Result

((Subject—to—apphlicable—statute;)) At John"s death, ((the
department—wiH—consider—both)) Ann and the Barbara Trust ((ard

daughter—Ann—as)) are the primary beneficiaries. The department
will require the name of the trustee, the tax 1identification

number, a copy of the entire trust and other information
specified 1i1n this rule before distribution to the trust.
Distribution is governed by RCW 41.40.270 for Plan 1 members,
RCW 41.40.700 for Plan 2 members, and RCW 41.34.070 for Plan 3
members.

EXAMPLE TWO.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to 1i1ndicate that Ann 1s a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists his daughter Barbara personally; 1i.e.,
no trust name is provided. John checks the corresponding box to
indicate a primary beneficiary designation. At John"s death,

[ 2] OTS-7763.2



the department learns that John has created no trusts.
Result

Because John has created no trust, the designation ((#n—the
, - . L " I - n i b

resolution—may—be—required)) of the Barbara Trust 1i1s void.

Barbara, personally, will not be a beneficiary.

EXAMPLE THREE.
Facts

When she became a PERS 1 member, Joan was unmarried and
named her mother as her beneficiary. Joan later married, but
did not complete a new beneficiary form before she died with
four years of service.

Result

Unlless required to do otherwise by court order, the
department will comply with RCW 41.40.270 (1)(b) and pay Joan’s
surviving spouse the accumulated contributions iIn her retirement
account. In this case, Joan’s mother will not receive a
distribution.

EXAMPLE FOUR .
Facts

John is a PERS Plan 2 member with eleven years of service.
He and his wife Mary have a total of three minor children. They
have one child together, and each has one child from a previous
marriage.

John and Mary were iIn a skydiving accident. John died
instantly making Mary eligible for a benefit under RCW
41.40.700(2). However, Mary died the following week before
requesting a distribution from the department.

Result

Since Mary died before requesting a distribution of John"s
account, John and Mary"s three minor children are eligible to
receive a monthly benefit, share and share alike.

[ 3] OTS-7763.2



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 01-01-059, Ffiled 12/12/00,
effective 1/12/01)

WAC 415-110-315 ((Pestghration——oF —beneficlaries——Death
benefit 1 a member—diesbeforeretirement-)) How do | designate

a beneficiary, and who will receive a distribution if 1 die
before retirement? This section applies to the designation of
beneficiaries for Plan 2 members® defined benefit ((e¥)) and

Plan 3 members® defined contribution ((d+str+but+eﬁ)) accounts

benefictary—fForm—with—the —department-)) You may designate or

change a beneficiary by submitting a beneficiary designation
form to the department. Your designation will become effective
upon the department®s receipt of the form, only i1f i1t 1is
completed properly and signed by you and a witness.

(2) You may name one or more of the following as a
beneficiary or beneficiaries:

(a) An organization or person, including ((yeu¥r)) unborn or
later adopted children. However, wunborn or later adopted

children ((wiHH—not—be—included—unless—yod)) must be

specifically ((designhate—them)) designated as beneficiaries on
the form. You must ((state)) indicate the date of birth for any

living person you name as a beneficiary((3))-

(b) Your estate((3))-

(c) ((A—trust—in—existence—at the time—of death.)) An
existing trust, or a trust to be established at a later date or
under your last will. |If you designate a trust that iIs not in
existence at the time of your death, or Is not created under
your last will, the designation will be invalid. Before making
distribution to any trust, the department must receive:

(i) A copy of the entire trust document;

(i1) The name, address, telephone number of the current
trustee; and

(ifi) The tax identification number((+

€DH—A—trust—tobe-establishedunder—yourtastwirH)).

(3) You may name contingent beneficiaries in addition to
primary beneficiaries.

(4) You may change your beneficiary designation at any
time.

(5) A change in marital status may invalidate your prior
designation.

[ 1] O0TS-7764.2



(6) Your named beneficiary may not necessarily receive a
distribution i1f you die prior to retirement. (See example
three.) Distribution is governed by:

(a) RCW 41.35.460 for Plan 2 members; and

(b) RCW 41.34.070 for Plan 3 members.

(7) It your surviving spouse 1s eligible to receive a
benefit under RCW 41.35.460(2), but your spouse dies before
requesting a distribution, your minor children and your spouse®s
minor children will receive the benefit, share and share alike,
until each child reaches the age of majority. See example four.

Examples:

EXAMPLE ONE.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to 1iIndicate that Ann 1i1s a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists the 'Barbara Trust."” His daughter
Barbara is the trust beneficiary. He checks the box to indicate
that the trust is a primary beneficiary.

Result

((Subject—to—applicable—statute;)) At John"s death, ((the
department—wiH—consider—both)) Ann and the Barbara Trust ((ard

daughter—Ann—as)) are the primary beneficiaries. The department
will require the name of the trustee, the tax 1identification

number, a copy of the entire trust and other information
specified 1i1n this rule before distribution to the trust.
Distribution is governed by RCW 41.35.460 for Plan 2 members,
and RCW 41.34_.070 for Plan 3 members.

EXAMPLE TWO.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1i1s a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists his daughter Barbara personally ((€));
i.e., no trust name is provided((Q))- C
Iaboled "ori I Fici o I ” | I I . I
rather—than—provide—the —nares—of—the ——Frustee—oF —trust
administrators—John—writes—the—word—"both"—in—the—blank
provided-)) John checks the corresponding box to indicate a
primary beneficiary designation. At John"s death, the
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department learns that John has created no trusts.
Result

((At—Joehn"s—death,—the department—learns—that John—has
e%%%mw&%%w § i i C] i

a—court—resolution—may—beregquired-)) Because John has created

no trust, the designation of the Barbara Trust 1is void.
Barbara, personally, will not be a beneficiary.

EXAMPLE THREE .
Facts

When she became a SERS Plan 2 member, Joan named her mother
as her beneficiary. Joan later married, but did not file a new
beneficiary form before she died with eleven years of service.

Result

Unless required to do otherwise by a court order, the
department will comply with RCW 41.35.460(2) and pay Joan"s
surviving spouse either a retirement allowance or lump sum. In
this case, Joan"s mother will not receive a distribution.

EXAMPLE FOUR.
FadCiLtS

John is a SERS Plan 2 member with eleven years of service.
He and his wife Mary have a total of three minor children. They
have one child together, and each has one child from a previous
marriage.

John and Mary were iIn a skydiving accident. John died
instantly making Mary eligible for a benefit under RCW
41.35.460(2). However, Mary died the following week before
requesting a distribution from the department.

Result

Since Mary died before requesting a distribution of John"s
account, John and Mary"s three minor children are eligible to
receive a monthly benefit, share and share alike.

[ 3] OTS-7764.2



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-10-015, Ffiled 4/21/00,
effective 5/22/00)

WAC 415-112-705 ((Pestghration——oF —beneficlaries——Death
benefit 1 a member—diesbeforeretirement-)) How do | designate

a beneficiary, and who will receive a distribution if 1 die
before retirement? This section applies to the designation of
beneficiaries for Plan 1 and Plan 2 members® defined benefit and
Plan 3 members” defined contribution accounts.

benefictary—fForm—with—the —department-)) You may designate or

change a beneficiary by submitting a beneficiary designation
form to the department. Your designation will become effective
upon the department®s receipt of the form, only i1f i1t 1is
completed properly and signed by you and a witness.

(2) ((As—a—member)) You may name one or more of the
following as a beneficiary or beneficiaries:

(a) An organization or person, including ((yeu¥r)) unborn or
later adopted children. However, wunborn or later adopted

children ((wiHH—not—be—included—unless—yod)) must be

specifically ((designhate—them)) designated as beneficiaries on
the form. You must ((state)) indicate the date of birth for any

living person you name as a beneficiary((3))-

(b) Your estate((3))-

(c) ((A—trust—in—existence—at the time—of death.)) An
existing trust, or a trust to be established at a later date or
under your last will. |If you designate a trust that iIs not in
existence at the time of your death, or Is not created under
your last will, the designation will be invalid. Before making
distribution to any trust the department must receive:

(i) A copy of the entire trust document;

(i1) The name, address, telephone number of the current
trustee; and

(ifi) The tax identification number((+

€DH—A—trust—tobe-establishedunder—yourtastwirH)).

(3) You may name contingent beneficiaries in addition to
primary beneficiaries.

(4) You may change your beneficiary designation at any
time.

(5) A change in marital status may invalidate your prior
designation.

[ 1] OTS-7765.2



(6) Your named beneficiary may not necessarily receive a
distribution i1f you die prior to retirement. (See example
three.) Distribution is governed by:

(a) RCW 41.32.520 for Plan 1 members;

(b) RCW 41.32.805 for Plan 2 members; and

(c) RCW 41.34.070 for Plan 3 members.

(7) If your surviving spouse 1is eligible to receive a
benefit under RCW 41.32.520 or 41.32.805(2), but your spouse
dies before requesting a distribution, your minor children and
your spouse”s minor children will receive the benefit, share and
share alike, until each child reaches the age of majority. See
example four.

Examples:

EXAMPLE ONE.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists the "Barbara Trust.” His daughter
Barbara is the trust beneficiary. He checks the box to indicate
that the trust is a primary beneficiary.

Result

((Subject—to—applicable statute;)) At John"s death, ((the
department—wiH—consider—both)) Ann and the Barbara Trust ((and

daughter—Anrn—as)) are the primary beneficiaries. The department
will require the name of the trustee, the tax 1identification

number, a copy of the entire trust and other information
specified 1i1n this rule before distribution to the trust.
Distribution is governed by RCW 41.32.520 for Plan 1 members,
RCW 41.32.805 for Plan 2 members, and RCW 41.34.070 for Plan 3
members.

EXAMPLE TWO.
Facts

John, a member, completes a beneficiary designation form.

In the place on the form reserved for persons, he names his
daughter Ann. He checks the box to indicate that Ann 1iIs a
primary beneficiary.

In the place on the form reserved for trust/organizational
beneficiaries, he lists his daughter Barbara personally ((€));
i.e., no trust name is provided((Q)).- ((He—checks—the—box
Ialgeled "Ial:i ::E | F- - -" J | - I |
rather—than—provide—the —nares—of—the ——Frustee—oF —trust
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provided.)) john checks the corresponding box to indicate a

primary beneficiary designation. At John"s death, the
department learns that John has created no trusts.
Result

((At—Joehn"s—death,—the department—learns—that John—has
%%%&W%Hqg_smm—w 1 i i r] i

a—court—resolution—may—beregquired-)) Because John has created

no trust, the designation of the Barbara Trust 1is void.
Barbara, personally, will not be a beneficiary.

EXAMPLE THREE .
Facts

When she became a TRS 1 member, Joan was unmarried and
named her mother as her beneficiary. Joan later married, but
did not complete a new beneficiary form before she died with
four years of service.

Result

Unless required to do otherwise by a court order, the
department will comply with RCW 41.32.520(1) and pay Joan"s
surviving spouse the accumulated contributions In her retirement
account. In this case, Joan"s mother will not receive a
distribution.

EXAMPLE FOUR .
Facts

John i1s a TRS Plan 2 member with eleven years of service.
He and his wife Mary have a total of three minor children. They
have one child together, and each has one child from a previous
marriage.

John and Mary were i1n a skydiving accident. John died
instantly making Mary eligible for a benefit under RCW
41.32.805(2). However, Mary died the following week before
requesting a distribution from the department.

Result

Since Mary died before requesting a distribution of John"s
account, John and Mary"s three minor children are eligible to
receive a monthly benefit, share and share alike.
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